
 

24. Central European Gathering of Friends in Litomysl, Czech Republic 
15-18 October 2020 

 

  

Dear Friends, 

 
Czech and Austrian Friends would like to invite you to this year’s Central-European Gathering 
of Friends. 
When:10-13thSeptember 2021 (Friday dinner – Monday lunch) 
Where: Europe Training Centre YMCA, Jiráskova 133, Litomyšl, 570 01, Czech Republic. (GPS 
: 49°52'25.925"N, 16°18'43.797"E) 
See web: https://www.zamecke-navrsi.cz/?lang=en 
 

 
 
Theme:  
 
Let your lives speak. We will start exploring our role as Quakers during this time of living in 
theclimate and ecological crisis. There will be atalk and workshop given by Arne on his 

https://www.zamecke-navrsi.cz/?lang=en
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experiences with the Extinction Rebellion in the Czech Republic and we explore if we can 
find unity on declaring a climate emergency as a body of Friends.  
In a series of parallel sessions, we can choose from: 

• Cathy, who will share with us about how the spiritual motivates ethical action. 

• Jasmine who will lead a session about our attitude to nature and our relationship 
with animals and animal products. 

• Gerry who will lead a discussion on “Celtic spirituality.” 
 

For the first time, it will be possible to join us on-line. More detail about this option can be 
found in the Application form section below. 
 
There will be a children’s program again after last year’s success and we hope you will chip in 
to support Pavel and Irenaas coordinators and take a role in the children’s program (see text 
below).  
 
There will be plenty of free time to explore the beautiful little town of Litomyšl, (listed as 
UNESCO world heritage site – our venue is directly across from the castle as in picture below, 
bottom right) Litomyšl is also BedřichSmetana’s birth place (he was born in the same 
building complex as our hotel&hostel and there is a small museum) and has afamous 
chocolaterie – ask Jalka! Our own Prague-based Quaker, Gerry, will guide a specially 
prepared tour of Litomyšl - twice - you don’t want to miss that. And of course, there will be 
also time for meeting for worship (prolonged and shortened), fellowship with Friends, 
connecting east and west, and music and dancing. If you are new to CEG, you are welcome 
to witness and walk along with us on our path: one of these years, we will become the 
Central European Regional Meeting of Friends.Join us and support us in this exciting process 
-the first group in Quaker history to create and develop a regional meeting spanning several 
countries, cultures and languages.  
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Venue and directions: 
Arrival on Friday10th September, registration will start from 15.00. The program starts with 
the evening meal at 18.00 
Departurebefore / after lunch on Monday 13thSeptember 
Access: By car: From the direction of Vienna, Budapest: From Brno on the road E461 to 
Svitavy (75 km). About 4 km after Svitavy to the left on the road E442 and then 16 km to 
Litomyšl. 

 
From the direction of Prague: Motorway 11, exit 68, continue on the road 36 through 
Pardubice (23 km) to Holice (18 km), then continue on the road E442 to Litomyšl (35 km). 

 
 
By train (please choose low carbon travel if at all possible): There is a local railway in 
Litomyšl, but it is easier to take the train to Česká Třebová c. 10 km east, which is a central 
train hub in the Czech Republic with many international trains from the directions of Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest, Warszawa stopping there. In front of the station building, there is the bus 
station and the buses to Litomyšl go roughly once an hour. The journey takes about half an 
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hour. Get off at the last but one stop Litomyšl – zámek (Litomyšl – castle) – the YMCA – ESC 
(European Study Center) is across from the castle main entry in a former brewery building). 
When you get off the bus, you have to walk back about 70 meters to the main entrance. 
We recommend you find the connection in Idos, a Czech central timetable to (almost) 
everything: https://idos.idnes.cz/en/vlaky/spojeni/ 
The website is directly connected to the Czech railways e-shop, but,from experience, it is 
better to buy the tickets elsewhere, as international tickets, especially, are often much 
cheaper (3-4 times) this way. You can buy the bus ticket from the driver. The price will be 20-
30 CZK (1 euro = 25.5 CZK). So, it is enough to buy the train ticket just to and back from 
Česká Třebová. 
You can also try to use our excellent Czech map portal: https://en.mapy.cz/zakladni 
For Czechia, it is more detailed than Google maps. 
 
 
 

 
Accommodation: There are two categories of accommodation: 
 
Hostel category (shared toilet/shower in the corridor, small sink in the rooms), 15 rooms 
with 40 beds 
 
There are: single (just one), double, triple, quadruple hostel rooms 
 
Hotel category (en suite bathroom), 8 rooms with 15 beds 
There are single (just one), double and triple hotel rooms. 
 

https://idos.idnes.cz/en/vlaky/spojeni/
https://en.mapy.cz/zakladni
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For more pictures, see: https://www.zamecke-navrsi.cz/cs/m-42-ubytovani-v-litomysli. 
Please note that there are relatively few single rooms and while we will try to accommodate 
everyone’s wishes, we might not be able to do so in each case and therefore ask you for a 
second and third preferred choice. 
 
Diet: We would like to make the boarding as simple as possible, so the standard food will be 
vegan and raw salads and bread. Lunches will be per individual choice. Litomyšl is quite a 
touristy place and there are many restaurants on the main square and in the 
neighbourhood. Everything is within 10 minutes walk of our venue. Please let us know in the 
application form if you have any other dietary needs (e.g. allergies). We will do our best to 
meet them. 
Please note that it is not always possible to pay in Euros. The average price for lunch in a 
restaurant is 150-200 CZK. If you travel through Prague Main Station (Praha – Hlavní 
nádraží), don`t change money right in the station building (the name of the company is 
ForEXchange), as you risk losing about 20 % of your money. There are plenty of exchange 
offices in the neighbourhood, but don`t forget to check the rate and the commission before 
you pay. 
 
Payment, Bursaries 
 
We are trying to continue our approach of previous years, taking into account participants’ 
very different incomes. As a general rule, please note that we are aiming to have nobody pay 
more than 10% of their monthly income. Hence, we are able to reduce the minimum fee to 
50€ for the three days but that calculation only works if we do not all expect to pay only 50€ 
for three days accommodation, food and program… :-) Please consider, if you can afford 
it,paying what you would pay for a similar event in Western Europe and then we are sure we 
can meet the costs of the event. The following illustration (hopefully) explains what we have 
in mind: 
 
 

https://www.zamecke-navrsi.cz/cs/m-42-ubytovani-v-litomysli
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CEG Fee range

50 € Minimum fee 40  beds included in CEG fee

YMCA

Participant Compromise (somewhere in between 50 -180€) mostly in two and three bed rooms with washing sink on room but shared WC/shower facilities

PLUS

180 € Maximum fee 15 beds in simple hotel standard with WC shower facilities in room

as follows per person prices!

1 single bed room at 37.50 €  surcharge 12.50 € per night

1 single bed room at 62.50 €  surcharge 20.83 € per night

* Woodbrooke on the Road told us that they would 1 triple bed room at 25.00 €  surcharge 8.33 € per night and bed

be able to substantially lower the fee for participants from 2 double bed rooms at 50.00 €  surcharge 16.67 € per night and bed

Central Eastern Europe from about 45 to 13€ 3 double bed rooms at 87.50 €  surcharge 29.17 € per night and bed

CEG Fee

this includes a higher program fee* for 

Woodbrooke on the Road as well as a 33€ 

subsidy for lower budget participants

includes food & program and basic 

accomodation for three days

Accomodation

 

 
 
 

One change from further years is that if you would like to have hotel standard 
accommodation, we will need to raise the minimum CEG fee to 110€, i.e. closer to the real 
cost of the weekend. We trust you will understand that we cannot extend the subsidy in that 
case. At the same time, we are REALLY thankful to anyone who pays more than the 
minimum because this is actually what makes the subsidy possible in the first place.  
 
Children’s program 
There will be a specially prepared parallel program for children based on our good 
experiences from last CEG in Slovenia. Please bring an object, toy, book or other material 
that would enhance the children’s program. The place is very suitable for children, and we 
will coordinate different slots for adults to be with the children, have them participate in the 
theme and share with the adults. Please consider volunteering for the children’s program. 
From the venue, we have direct access to the castle park and there are other parks and 
playgrounds only a short walk away. 
 
Music 
Following our CEG tradition, we would like to play and sing before the meetings for worship 
and at night. If you play any musical instrument, please bring it if you can. We will also try to 
organize a contra dance in what is fast becoming a staple of the CEG program! ☺ 
 
Notes to filling the application form: 

− If you wish to join us on-line, fill just your name, e-mail address and the amount you 
would like to contribute. 

− Please indicate if you would like to volunteer to help with the children’s program 

− We are searching for somebody willing to share a room with a female participant 
with an assistance dog. There is only one hotel room where dogs are allowed, and 
this is a triple room. 

− Let us know if there is anything else you would like to bring and share with Friends at 
the CEG in terms of the program. 

− Year of birth: this is just for us to be able to put people of similar ages together.You 
do not have to fill this window if you insist on a single room, or if you know precisely 
who you wish to share the room with. 
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 Please, return the filled application form as soon as possible to this e-
mail address: pavel.marusinec@email.czbut at the latest until 20thJuly. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you in Litomyšl. 
 
In Friendship 
 
 
Pavel Marušinec 
On behalf of Czech Friends, organizers of this year’s CEG.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:pavel.marusinec@email.cz
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