CEG Preparatory Meeting, Prague 18-20.2.2022

We met at the Prague Quaker space at Katefinska 21, Prague 2, in a blended meeting: 10 Friends
—Jalka, Bradius Maurus, Liz Coling, Kasia Kaczmarkiewicz, Pawet Milka, Pavel Marusinec,
Kathrin Kemmler, Gerry Turner, Arne Springorum and Ondrej Fafejta (and Roman Branberger at
Sunday morning, as 11-th attender) — in-person, and 6 online — Cathy Butler, Eva Katona (Friday
evening and Sunday morning), Jasmine (Saturday and Sunday mornings), Robert Baldridge,
Michael Eccles (Friday evening), and Magda Gadomska (Sunday morning).

Greetings were received from Vera Varady, Julia Ryberg and Nadyeshda lvanovna Spassenko
and Friends from Alton Meeting in England.

On Friday, after MfW, we heard some news from groups around the area and then spent some
time watching a presentation prepared by Robert Baldridge, which included photos and videos
and could be a part of a CEG’s archive project.

The second day of our preparatory meeting started with a MfW. We then reviewed the draft
Statement of Identity of CEG — written by Bradius and Pawet Milka - to prepare for CEG June
2022. With a few changes to the wording, we provisionally accepted parts 1, 2 and 3. Part 4 will
be looked atin June and a decision made on the whole statement.

We reviewed a statement written by Bradius about his opinion that the online method is
‘peculiarly unsuited’ to MfW. Bradius explained the reasons for his concerns and other Friends
shared their comments. It will be discerned in June 2022.

Our Nominations Committee, represented by Pavel Marusinec, confronted us with the fact that
two further members of the NC will end their service in June 2022. The meeting suggested that a
Naming Group will be formed, including at least one Elder. As soon as possible, hopefully on the
second day of CEG, this NG will present three names for the new Nomination Committee.

After lunch, several Friends went on a short walk with Gerry Turner who enabled us to visit the
former apartment of the first post-communist president of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel.

Following our break, we reviewed the Decarbonisation Epistle from LitomySl and Friends gave
their opinions. The Epistle has already been published in the British xxxx and in the German
publication (Quaeker). Friends also talked about changes they have made in lifestyle since
Litomysl.

At the end of the long and fruitful second day of the preparatory meeting we thought about the
theme for June 2022 CEG, and we chose ‘CEG —where we came from, where we are now and
how we can best develop in a Quakerly way’. Some suggestions were also made for individual
presentations that Friends would like to give on different themes.

On Sunday we met for singing, then joined the regular CEG online MfW, following which we
made our farewells.

Kasia and Liz, CEG Clerks



