CEG Business Meeting Minutes, Prague 2022

We planned three full Business Meetings but there were held four of them as we were not able to
discern planning items. The September 2021 CEG Minutes have been sent to Friends and the Clerk
here gave a summary of the main points to remind of our last CEG decisions.

CEG 2022/01
CEG welcomed Liz Coling as a member of the Society of Friends.

CEG 2022/02

Friends gratefully accepted Cathy Butler, Arne Springorum and Michael Eccles’s willingness to serve
as a part of the naming group for bringing 2-4 names for the Nominations Committee to be
presented at the sessions on Saturday.

We also warmly welcomed Pawet Milka, Gerry Turner and Ewa Gawroriska as the Epistle drafting
Committee.

CEG 2022/03

The Nominations Committee brought to the Meeting names of two Elders: Berne Weiss and Gerry
Turner — for three years, to the end of 2025 CEG.

Regarding the Recording Clerks the Nomination Committee proposed prolonging the term for
Bradius Maurus for two years, to the end of CEG 2024, and for Pawet Milka for next three years, to
the end of CEG 2025. The difference in the terms means that we will not lose two experience
recording clerks at the same time, and Pawel Milka will be able to support Bradius’s replacement.
For the role of representative to QCEA General Assemble Liz Coling was suggested. The term of her
service will end after CEG 2025.

The naming group proposed Jasmin Percy for three years (to the 2025 CEG end) and Agita Zake for
two years (to the end CEG 2024), Magda Gadomska, Odrej Fafejta and Eva Katona for three years to
the end of CEG 2025 with the possibility of prolonging the term.

The Meeting are grateful that all the above-named Friends accepted the roles and thanked the
Nominations Committee and the naming group for their work.

CEG 2022/04

Arne Springorum, our Treasurer presented the financial report:

At the end of 2021 we had 6921 EUR, 380 EUR more than in 2020. Expenses and income were mainly
connected to our Litomysl CEG meeting in September. We also received 500 EUR donations from
EMES, a remainder of the Andreansky Legacy Fund given some years ago to Hungarian Friends and
EMES. The current travel fund balance stands at 484 EUR after financing a laptop for a Ukrainian
attender in 2021. The remaining funds are 3490 EUR of free unbound CEG money, and 2950 EUR still
reserved for the CEG documentation project. All CEG funds are kept in two separate CZK and EUR
bank accounts under the care of Czech Friends.

The Meeting accepted the report and thanked Arne for his work.

CEG 2022/05

We discuss the subject — the Quakerly development of CEG — including talking about our history and
it became clear that all Friends really appreciate CEG, and we see it as our Quaker home even those
who belong to other national meetings. Some Friends reminded us that although we are a young
Quaker group, we already have some tradition and that some even very established groups face the
same issues that face us.

Friends said for example: ‘If we do not attract new attenders, we could be the last Quaker generation
in Central Europe’. ‘We in our gathering and beyond are active and involved in many important
activities but not necessarily in a spiritual way or in a way that really spreads Quaker approach to life.
We do not have a vision’. ‘We offer something that people want but we don’t attract them’.



We agreed that despite being a small group, we are much more visible in the wider Quaker world
than we have ever been. Would this be enough to encourage us to become a monthly meeting?
We will use our thoughts from today to help us discern our statement of identity in tomorrow’s
meeting for business.

CEG 2022/06

We have 3000 EUR to fund an our CEG archive project. Kasia Kaczmarkiewicz gave a presentation of a
documentation project ‘CEG — where we came from, where we are now’ and then answered Friends’
questions. The meeting thanks Kasia for all her work and accepted her proposal. We look forward to
the first fruits of her labor.

The meeting agreed that in the same way as with Bader Foundation funding two people will support
Kasia. The meeting accepted Jalka and Arne Springorum in this role.

CEG 2022/07

The Meeting looked at the CEG draft Statement of Identity which had been prepared by Bradius
Maurus and Pawel Milka following a request from the 2019 CEG. The draft Statement has four parts,
CEG considered parts 1 and 2, and agreed the following wording:

The draft Statement of Identity of the Central European Gathering (CEG)

1. What is the CEG?

The CEG is a Quaker entity which is part of EMES and exists to provide a common meeting ground for
Friends and friends of Friends in Central Europe. It aims at holding annual meetings to further
fellowship, worship together, and the exchange of information on matters of common Quaker
concern. We currently accept the necessary support of the International Membership Applications
Committee.

2. What Area is covered by the CEG?

The CEG currently serves Friends in the area between the Baltic, Adriatic and Black Seas and
welcomes f/Friends and visitors from further afield.

Points 3 and 4 will be discuss at our next CEG.

CEG 2022/08

We agreed that our next 2023 CEG will be in Gdansk. The date will be decided. We will meet for the
preparatory meeting in Brno, in autumn (October) 2022 and winter 2023. These will be blended
meetings.



