Notes from CEG Autumn Preparation Meeting in Brno 11.-13.11.2022

10 + 6 (online) Friends and a baby with her father, from Austria, Czechia, Hungary, Latvia, Poland,
Portugal, Russia, Slovenia, and the UK met for the CEG preparatory meeting at Pension Zahrada,
Brno.

On Friday, after MfW, we heard from Michael Eccles about the different types of meetings and
worship groups which exist. Cathy Butler reminded us of past CEG minutes where Friends expressed
the hope of becoming e.g., a Monthly or Yearly Meeting, with responsibility especially for
membership issues. Friends shared their questions, answers and thoughts.

On Saturday morning after the MfW we heard some news from country groups. A common theme in
every country was the need to nurture possible newcomers to meetings and also existing fFriends.

Then we reviewed the second half the draft statement of identity of the Central European Gathering
bearing in mind what we had heard from Michael last night. As a result of our deliberations, we will
present the following proposal for review to the CEG in 2023 in Gdansk:

3. Who is to be informed of CEG events such as preparatory meetings and Mfw?

CEG is open to all, but specifically invited to the CEG are:

1) those who are members of the Religious Society of Friends and reside within the CEG Catchment
Area or are explicitly invited by the CEG from outside,

2) identify themselves as Friends or friends of CEG Friends,

3) are currently or historically associated with CEG

4) those who Friends think could benefit from attending or whose attendance could benefit CEG.
The Recording clerk responsible for sending out invitations to CEG events should take care to invite
those who have attended any CEG event in the last two years minimum. They have a right to
individual invitations to all CEG sessions for the two calendar years following the calendar year in
which they last attended a CEG meeting.

4. What are the aspirations of the CEG?

e The CEG expects to become a Yearly Meeting with a name to be decided and will work to
ensure that all individuals in the catchment area might have assistance in identifying or
founding local worship groups or meetings, and the YM will also work to nurture existing
meetings.

e That all national gatherings in the area might, if they wish, be assisted in forming national
area meetings.

e CEG YM will take over the granting of membership to persons in the catchment area.

e Groups, meetings, and individuals in the CEG area are invited to become part of this Yearly
Meeting.

Then Kasia Kaczmarkiewicz gave us an update of her work on the CEG archiving project. She is
already collecting information about Friends’ experiences of Quakerism and about CEG history. Kasia
told us that she, together with Arne Springorum and Jalka, has developed the first project budget.
The Gathering will apply for further funding for this important work.

In the afternoon Magda Gadomska told us of her work so far on planning CEG 2023 in Gdansk (25-28
May): hotel, possible activities, the theme, Diversity as our strength. We thanked her for her input
and offered whatever help she needs. Jasmine Piercy told us of EMES’s Digital Equality Fund and
Cathy Butler will see if any useful support, e.g. simultaneous interpreting into Polish and Russian, can
be offered to us.



Under business matters, we looked at nominations planned for CEG 2023: Co-clerk and Co-treasurer.
We also talked about google group owners and managers and decided to keep the status quo. We
felt that this last issue does not need to be presented for discernment by CEG 2023.

Finally, Liz Coling brought to our attention an email request from Bradius Maurus to amend the CEG
2022 minutes to include a decision on internet use for CEG MfW. We will bring the following
proposal to CEG 2023:

We reflected on the issue of online communication as a means of meeting for worship. Many Friends
welcome the possibility of worshipping regularly together in this way, but the Meeting recognises
that for some people it is not a true Quaker spiritual experience. We will continue to offer online
Meetings for Worship on a regular basis — currently they are weekly due to the war in Ukraine.

We agreed that the next CEG preparatory meeting will be a one-day online meeting on 25 February
2023.

On Sunday, we met for singing then joined the regular CEG online MfW, presented Friends with the
notes from the weekend, and finally made our farewells.

Kasia and Liz, CEG Co-Clerks

13 November 2022



